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April 20, 2021

PUBLIC CONCERNS – TONY CALL – TAX – Mr. Call thanked the Board and stated the
last year has been interesting and has also been an eye opening year. The pandemic has allowed
him to see how Government functions and it is out of control. He discussed the following:
furloughed workers; market shut downs; everything will be equal or it will be shut down;
restrictions the Governor put in place; rental property; no evictions for none payment of rent; his
property taxes were due and consequences of not paying them; the Fourth Amendment; cigarette
tax; education system; school lunches contacted out for profit; Fire Department; Library system;
Health Department; Foster Kids; American Dream; and his right to abolish the contract if they
don’t listen to him. In closing Mr. Call said he should not have the threat of foreclosure for
property tax. He has to draw a line and do what he believes is best for his family, and he is
serious about all of this.
Chairman Settle and the Board thanked Mr. Call for attending and speaking.
The Wilkes County Board of Commissioners met on Tuesday, April 20, 2021 at 6:17 P.M. at the
Wilkes County Agricultural Center located 416 Executive Drive, Wilkesboro, NC 28697 with
the following members present: Chairman Eddie Settle, Vice Chairman Brian S. Minton,
Commissioner David Gambill, and Commissioner Casey Joe Johnson. Commissioner Keith
Elmore attended the meeting remotely audio and video through WebEx.
Also present for the meeting were Tony Triplett, County Attorney; John Yates, County Manager;
and Sarah Call, Clerk to the Board.
Chairman Eddie Settle welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order.
INVOCATION – Commissioner David Gambill led the Invocation.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – Chairman Settle led the Pledge of Allegiance.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Motion was made by Commissioner David Gambill, seconded
by Vice Chairman Brian S. Minton and unanimously adopted to approve the Minutes of the
Board Meeting held on April 6, 2021.
WILKES COUNTY AIRPORT:
1.
AWARD BID – BOOSTER PUMP STATION AND FIRE WATER
SERVICE UPGRADE PROJECT – Chairman Settle welcomed and recognized Jimmy Luther,
Senior Project Manager W.K. Dickson & Co., Inc. Mr. Luther stated they would like to make a
recommendation to award the Booster Pump Station and Fire Water Service Upgrade project to
the apparent low bidder, Carolina Grading & Utilities, Inc. in the amount of $1,329,954. Mr.
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Luther said this project will enhance the water firefighting capacity at the Airport. It will include
a new tank and booster pump station, and will be a 9-month process. The bid tabulation is in the
packets, they had three bidders. Chairman Settle added they need this, there is a lot going on at
the Airport. He thanked everyone for their good job. Mr. Yates stated W.K. Dickson did a good
job with the plans and getting it out to bid. Mr. Luther thanked them and said they got as many
involved as possible to try to keep the cost down as much as they could. He added steel prices
and the market has increased. They could have an issue with construction when it comes to
delivery that could slow the project down if they have to wait for materials. Chairman Settle said
this is another tool to help with a great asset they have, which is the Airport. It will also help
with Economic Development and hopes to attract more folks to the airport.
Commissioner David Gambill made a motion to award the Bid for the Booster Pump Station and
Fire Water Service Upgrade Project to Carolina Grading & Utilities, Inc. for the low bid amount
of $1,329,954 as presented at tonight’s meeting. The motion was seconded by Commissioner
Casey Joe Johnson and unanimously approved.
Bid Tabulation t-Hangar Taxilane
Development
Jimmy R. Lynch & Sons
Frizzell Construction Co., Inc.
Carolina Grading & Utilities, Inc.

Total Base Bid
$1,7811792.00
$1,337,000.00
$1,329,954.00

2.
AMENDMENT NO. 5 – WORK AUTHORIZATION NO. 4 - Mr. Luther said
this is the work authorization tied to the Fire Booster Pump Station Expansion that was just
awarded. This is for the services provided by W.K. Dickson for the duration of this project to
include inspections, contract administration, and Geotech services for testing the concrete,
welding on the tank, etc.
Motion was made by Vice Chairman Brian S. Minton to approve Amendment No. 5 to Work
Authorization No. 4 as presented at tonight’s meeting. This motion was seconded by
Commissioner Casey Joe Johnson and unanimously approved.
WILKES COMMUNITY COLLEGE – WCC EDUCATION PROMISE – Chairman Settle
welcomed and recognized Dr. Jeff Cox, President, WCC. Charmian Settle stated in 2016 he was
at a NC Association of County Commissioners conference and heard a Commissioner from New
Hanover talk about their Economic Development boom. He asked other than their location with
the Ocean, River, and Wilmington what else is helping them. He was told the biggest and best
thing they did for Economic Development was the Cape Fear Promise. Chairman Settle asked
what this was. He was told if a student goes to High School and graduates they get a free
Technical Program Certificate or Associates Degree. This gives students a great opportunity and
helps them keep most of their workforce there. Charmian Settle stated he text Dr. Cox right
then and asked how can they do this in Wilkes. He added Dr. Cox and the WCC Board of
Trustees that includes Commissioner Elmore have been working toward this for a while.
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Chairman Settle stated He was meeting with Dr. Cox and discussing land the College owns and
he mentioned they needed money for this promise program. They came up with a deal they hope
to take advantage of later tonight. He added this will be one of the bigger and better things ever
done for Economic Development in Wilkes County in his opinion. An educated workforce will
make more money, will keep more kids here at WCC and keep them in the county. It will show
the world they are here to serve with people and a workforce, and they need to move their
business to Wilkes.
Dr. Cox. thanked Chairman Settle and the Board for allowing him to be here tonight. He shares
their excitement and believes this is a game changer for the community. He introduced Arnold
Lakey, Chairman WCC Foundation Board and Board of Trustee member, and Allison Phillips,
VP of Institutional Advancement and Executive Director of their foundation and chief
fundraiser.
Dr. Cox went through the below power point presentation at this time:
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Mr. Cox stated this scholarship will fund many kids and give them a chance to have a better life.
He thanked the Board for their time. Chairman Settle asked what about the kids that have
remedial needs. Dr. Cox replied they can take care of this and have many programs at WCC for
support. He added as long as they meet the minimum eligibility criteria of 2.0 GPA and so forth
they can come through this program. They will support remedial courses and get them where
they need to be. Chairman Settle asked if they offer help with FAFSA at the high school or
WCC. Dr. Cox replied yes, they have teams they have sent out to the high schools prior to
COVID in person for FAFSA completion nights. He added the Career Coaches’ and Counselors
both help with this and others at the College also go out and do this. There is support now and
will be even more with this program, because it is complicated. Chairman Settle asked the
programs this covers. Dr. Cox replied it covers certificate programs, diplomas, and degrees.
Chairman Settle added there is a need for welders, auto body repair, and mechanics, this is a big
component to this project as well. Dr. Cox said this program was designed not just for kids that
want to go to a university with a 2-year transfer program but is to help anyone that wants to lean
skills to improve.
Commissioner Johnson stated he is thankful for the opportunities he had and he attended WCC
and appreciates what they are doing. He asked to qualify for the scholarship do they have to live
in Wilkes for a certain time period. Dr. Cox replied yes, there is a 1 year residency requirement.
Commissioner Johnson stated this is for all public, private, and home school students. Dr. Cox
replied yes. Commissioner Johnson asked if this will affect the early college program, will it still
remain a part of the public school and WCC. Dr. Cox replied the kids attending early college
already have this opportunity and that will continue and will not change. Commissioners Elmore
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stated there is a lot of generous people that is making this happen and he appreciates everyone
that is involved.
Dr. Cox added the Foundation and Board of Trustees asked him to express their appreciation of
this Boards’ support of the program and willingness to work out a win win solution with the
property. He added this will help the County, the College, and together they all are helping
many generations of students to move forward. Chairman Settle and the Board thanked Dr. Cox,
Ms. Phillips and Mr. Lakey.
MANAGEMENT AGREEMENT – WILKES COUNTY, YMCA OF NORTHWEST N.C.,
WILKES FAMILY YMCA, WILKES COMMUNITY COLLEGE, AND WILKES
COMMUNITY COLLEGE ENDOWMENT CORP. – County Attorney Tony Triplett said
there is a memo in the packet with the background and as the Board will recall the County
entered into a Management Agreement with Wilkes YMCA and the others to manage the camp
ground at Lowes Park Rivers Edge during Merle Fest. Mr. Triplett said the contract expired in
2020 and this is basically identical to the one from 2017 and 2020 and will go through MerleFest
2025. He added this has worked great and he and Mr. Yates will answer any questions the Board
may have.
Commissioner Casey Joe Johnson made a motion to approve the Management Agreement with
Wilkes County, YMCA of Northwest N.C., Wilkes Family YMCA, Wilkes Community College,
and Wilkes Community College Endowment Corp. as presented at tonight’s meeting. The
motion was seconded by Vice Chairman Brian S. Minton and unanimously approved.
AMENDMENT TO POLICY FOR ATTENDANE AT BOARD OF COMMISSIONER
MEETINGS – Mr. Triplett stated the Board has discussed amending the meeting policy and to
move the location back to the County Office Building for the Board of Commissioners’ Meetings
beginning with the first meeting in May. He added they will continue as they have before and
still allow remote meetings for a Commissioner that needs to attend remotely. Mr. Triplett stated
this law will remain on the books until Governor Cooper resends his current declaration of State
of Emergency, as long as that is in place the law remains in place. He added they will have to
comply with that if they have a fully remote meeting. The change they have before them tonight
is to move the meetings back to the County Office Building.
Commissioner David Gambill made a motion to amend the Wilkes County Board of
Commissioner Policy for Attendance at Meetings of the Board of Commissioner during the
COVID-19 State of Emergency to move the location back to the Commissioners’ Meeting Room
located at the County Office Building and follow all applicable guidelines from the State
beginning with the May 4, 2021 regular Board meeting, as presented at tonight’s meeting. The
motion was seconded by Vice Chairman Brian S. Minton and unanimously approved.
CONTRACT FOR PURCHASE OF PROPERTY – OAKWOODS PROPERTIES, LLC –
County Attorney Tony Triplett said before the Board is an Offer to Purchase and Contract for the
Vacant Lot owned by Oakwoods Properties, LLC. He added the contract is negotiated with
Oakwoods Properties, LLC member manager Brett Cothren. He and Mr. Yates met with Mr.
Cothren and worked with him on the development of this contract. This is for the purchase of 3
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acres for the purchase price of $275,000. Mr. Triplett said this is the property immediately
adjacent to the Ag Center. It begins on the bank and goes to the top of the hill to include the flat
area at the top of the hill. This is on the corner of Executive Drive and Courthouse Drive
Extension. He added the closing would take place no later than May 27 if the Board approves
the purchase contract tonight. Mr. Triplett added Mr. Cothren has already signed the contract
and if approved they will proceed with their due diligence and title work on the property and
should meet that closing date.
Vice Chairman Brain S. Minton made a motion to approve the Offer to Purchase and Contract
for the Vacant Lot owned by Oakwoods Properties, LLC, Lot 6 of the Brushy Mountain
Business Park as shown in Plat Book 11 at page 292, PIN/PID number 2207382 for the purchase
price of $275,000 as presented at tonight’s meeting. The motion was seconded by Commissioner
Casey Joe Johnson and unanimously approved.
SET WORK SESSION – RFQ WILKES COUNTY GOVERNMENTAL COMPLEX –
DESIGN-BUILD – Chairman Settle stated they need to set a work session to review and score
the proposals for RFQ’s received for the Design-Build of the Wilkes County Governmental
Complex. Mr. Yates added they should have the RFQ’s on April 30, 2021 and ready to set a
work session after that date. Commissioner Gambill suggested May 11th. Chairman Settle asked
if that date needs to change could they change it. Mr. Triplett replied yes.
Commissioner David Gambill made a motion to set a Work Session for Tuesday, May 11, 2021
at 5:00, to be noticed and held pursuant to the requirements of Session Law 2020-3 adopted by
the N.C. General Assembly on May 4, 2020, and the Policy for Attendance at Wilkes County
Commissioners’ Meetings adopted by the Board on April 7, 2020, Amended on August 4, 2020,
November 5, 2020, and April 20, 2021 in the Commissioners Meeting Room located at the
Wilkes County Office Building, 110 North Street, Wilkesboro, NC 28697. The motion was
seconded by Vice Chairman Brian S. Minton and unanimously approved.
BUDGET AMENDMENTS/TRANSFERS – Motion was made by Commissioner David
Gambill to approve Budget Amendment No. 34 (Health – Programs – Wilkes Health received
$547,915 COVID funding from the state. These funds will be used to provide testing, contract
tracing, supplies and equipment for COVID 19 patients. No county money involved. Wilkes
Dental Clinic Medicaid received payments of 500,000 for FY 2021. No county money
involved); Budget Amendment No. 35 (General – This budget amendment is to adjust the sales
tax the County has collected this year. Currently sales tax collections are higher than what was
projected in the current budget. This amendment request will increase sales tax revenue by
$5,157,000 to be used for $882,000 Schools sales tax distribution, $1,000,000 for WCC Promise,
$275,000 to purchase land, $1,500,000 for Airport Capital Project and $1,500,000 for Landfill
Capital Closure; and Budget Amendment No. 36 (Airport – Landfill – This request is to transfer
$3,000,000 from general fund to be used for Airport Capital Project and Landfill Capital closure
cost). The motion was seconded by Vice Chairman Brian S. Minton and unanimously approved.
Commissioner Elmore stated all the amendments use revenues from excess sales tax, correct.
Mr. Yates replied budget amendment 34 is Covid funds, 35 and 36 do. Commissioner Elmore
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stated he would like to point out that this is not coming out of fund balance. Mr. Yates replied
this is correct.

OLD BUSINESS – Chairman Settle asked the status of the Eastern Wilkes EMS Station. Mr.
Yates replied they have another roll test scheduled for Friday at 10 AM on site and Mr. Walsh
will be on site when it is completed. He added they hope it will pass and they can proceed after
Friday’s test.

CLOSED SESSION – Commissioner Casey Joe Johnson made a motion to go into Closed
Session under Section 143-318.11 (a)(4) of the North Carolina General Statutes to discuss the
location or expansion of business in Wilkes County. The motion was seconded by Vice
Chairman Brian S. Minton and unanimously approved.

Motion was made by Commissioner David Gambill, seconded by Vice Chairman Brian S.
Minton and by unanimous vote adopted to adjourn back into regular session. No action was
taken in the closed session.

ADJOURN – Motion was made by Vice Chairman Brian S. Minton, seconded by Commissioner
David Gambill and by unanimous vote adopted to adjourn the meeting of the Wilkes County
Board of Commissioners at 8:32 P.M.

Sarah D. Call, Clerk

Eddie Settle, Chairman

WILKES COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

Approved:

May 4, 2021

