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WILKES COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
September 17, 2019

PUBLIC CONCERNS – CARMEN DAECHER – CATHERINE H. BARBER
MEMORIAL SHELTER, INC. – Mr. Daecher thanked the board and said they have five
Board Members for Catherine H. Barber Shelter here tonight. He added they would like to
provide an update. They are vacating the facility at 86 Sparta Road on September 30th they were
ask to do this by the owner and opted not to extend. He said this was not a mutual
understanding, they were asked to leave suddenly and involuntarily. Mr. Daecher said they
believe they have a new temporary location, but they can’t share the location with them at this
time, other than to say it will be in Wilkes County. Mr. Daecher stated they want to be open on
October 1st if possible, if not they will be open within one week of the move. He said they are
continuing to look for a new permanent facility and hope to pursue this soon, they do have other
options that they hope to share soon. Mr. Daecher asked for the continued support of this Board
in additional funding as they have requested before. He added they will also need WTA
Transportation for the homeless to move to and from for efficient use of the shelter, if it all
comes together. Mr. Daecher stated they told the Board they would come back in September and
this was to honor that commitment. In closing he asked that the board consider helping them in
their quest for a new, larger, permanent facility.
Chairman Elmore and the Board thanked Mr. Daecher and all the Board Members for attending
and providing an update.
The Wilkes County Board of Commissioners met on Tuesday, September 17, 2019 at 6:54 P.M.
with the following members present: Chairman Giddeon Keith Elmore, Vice Chairman Eddie
Settle, Commissioner Gary D. Blevins, and Commissioner Brian S. Minton.
Also present for the meeting were Tony Triplett, County Attorney; John Yates, County Manager;
and Sarah Call, Clerk to the Board.
Chairman Elmore welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order. He stated Commissioner
David Gambill is unable to attend the meeting, he had to travel to Atlanta.
INVOCATION – Vice Chairman Eddie Settle led the Invocation.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – Chairman Giddeon Keith Elmore led the Pledge of Allegiance.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Motion was made by Vice Chairman Eddie Settle, seconded by
Commissioner Gary D. Blevins and unanimously adopted to approve the Minutes of the Board
meeting held on September 3, 2019.
BUDGET AMENDMENTS/TRANSFERS: John Yates, County Manager stated Budget
Amending No. 8 if for $2,500 to the College for Entrepreneurship. Chairman Elmore thanked Dr.
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Cox for attending to answer questions about this program. He added there are several
contributors from Wilkes County to this program. Dr. Jeff Cox, President, stated this is an
initiative for all of their service area and the project will support Ashe and Alleghany as well.
They have folks in those communities that have contributed to the project called “Startup your
Ecosystem for Entrepreneurship” which is a portal for support. Dr. Cox said in Wilkes County
the contributors are: Wilkes EDC, Gary Daemer, Jim Smoak, Wilkes Communications, LP,
Piedmont Federal, Wilkes Chamber have all contributed in various amount toward the total. He
added they are hopeful the County will consider contributing $2,500.
Dr. Cox stated he plans to go back to the Towns and see if they can get funding from them, they
are $2K short of the $50,000 they need with the County’s support. He added 62% of new jobs
come from small businesses, they want to recruit large companies and need those too, but many
of the jobs here come from startups. Wilkes County has a long tradition of growing strong
businesses and this will help the college to provide better service to entrepreneurs to start their
businesses. Vice Chairman Settle stated the genes are in the county for entrepreneurship, all they
need to do is look at the history of Lowes, Holly Farms and many more. He added this will help
to promote economic development.
Motion was made by Vice Chairman Eddie Settle to approve Budget Amendment No. 8 (General
Fund – Appropriations – This amendment would reallocate $2,500 from Contingency Reserve to
Wilkes Community College to be used for Entrepreneurial). The motion was seconded by
Commissioner Brian S. Minton and unanimously approved.
County Manager John Yates stated with the State Budget crisis as it is, the Rural Operating
Assistance Program (ROAP) grant funds for WTA will not be coming until 30 days after the
budget is passed. He added they will need to advance WTA part of the ROAP grant funds which
will be paid back once this is received. Mr. Yates stated Chris Huffman touched base with Ms.
Myra Freeman, NC DOT Finance Manager, about the ROAP grant funds. She said 30 days after
the budget is passed they would distribute the funds, but they do not know exactly how much.
He added she did say it probably would not be a lump sum as WTA received previously. Mr.
Yates said with the permission of the Board they will advance WTA $50,000 within the next
month. Chairman Elmore stated the budget has passed the House, not the Senate, and they hope
it will pass soon. He added this is a good idea and they need to advance this to them. Vice
Chairman Settle asked if this will come back to the county once WTA gets the ROAP grant. Mr.
Yates replied yes, as long as the budget is passed and the ROAP grant funds come to the county.
They have not heard anyone say this is being cut out. Commissioner Blevins added this is
inflicting pain on the counties by their actions. He added they have discussed cutting services,
instead of the county giving them money it is supposed to come from the state. Commissioner
Blevins said the state has put WTA in a tough spot and they need to do this. Vice Chairman
Settle agreed, and added they may have to provide critical care only if this continues.
Motion was made by Commissioner Gary D. Blevins to approve advance payment of $50,000 to
Wilkes Transportation Authority from the Rural Operating Assistance Program (ROAP) to cover
payroll and expenses. The motion was seconded by Vice Chairman Eddie Settle and
unanimously approved.
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MULBERRY SCHOOL SEWER SYSTEM – CDBG-I 13-D-2946 – AWARD BID –
Chairman Elmore recognized Kelly Coffee, Senior Planner High Country Council of
Governments and David Poore, PE, West Consultants, PLLC. Mr. Coffee stated he will provide
an update on where things stand with the funding and Mr. Poore will go over the construction
contract. He said the original grant was for $1 million, they put it out to bid, the low bid came at
$1,151,665. They also had a need for an addition $10,000 for construction administration and
$1,449 for bid advertising. Mr. Coffee stated the total of $163,114 was needed over the original
grant funding. He added there was extra money available, they ask for the extra money and have
a letter from the CDBG program saying the amount over the $1 million is obligated for this
project. Mr. Coffee said the cost is covered and they should be able to move forward to approve
the contract. Chairman Elmore asked if this is contingent on the state passing the budget. Mr.
Coffee replied no this is old money and it is federal funds. Commissioner Bleivns added this is
the reason for the approval of documents in prior meetings, which is required for federal
regulations.
Mr. Yates stated Frontier Natural gas contacted them last week about the possibility of putting in
a gas line with this line and they hope to work this out to do at the same time. Vice Chairman
Settle added that would be nice. Mr. Yates stated Mr. Coffee was kind enough to research this
with CDBG and they have given the OK. Mr. Coffee added it is not problem. Mr. Yates stated
they will attend the pre-construction conference which is set for tomorrow at 3 PM.
Mr. Poore said the contractor is Classic City Mechanical, Inc. based in Winterville, Georgia, they
also have a large office in Charlotte, N.C. They also have 3 offices in Georgia, Tennessee, and
Virginia. They are licensed in 9 states, have been in business since 1974 predominately in the
gas line business. Mr. Poore added they have done extensive water and sewer line work as well,
they are a big company. He added they have no litigation record in the company’s history since
1974, their past projects range from $13.6 million down to $125K. Mr. Poore stated he
personally checked references and all were positive. He added Classic City Mechanical will be
doing the line work and have a Pump Station subcontractor which is James E. Harris Company.
Their office is in Huntersville, N.C., which is also a large company. In the past 40 years they
have constructed over 300 sewage pump stations projects ranging in price from $3 million to
$20K. Mr. Poore checked with vendors, suppliers, and checked their referenced and all were
very good. He added they have unclassified and unlimited contractors license in NC and two
other states.
Mr. Poore stated the prime contractor has indicated they have people ready now to put on this
project and are ready to start. Commissioner Bleivns asked if they are using any local subcontractors. Mr. Poore replied no, they will use local labor as part of the section 3 CDBG plan.
He added the time frame is 240 days to substantial completion once they get the notice to
proceed. Mr. Poore said he has not worked with them before, but after checking references he
feels they are in good hands. Commissioner Bleivns asked who checks their work as they
proceed on the project. Mr. Poore replied West Consultants does, they will have on project
inspection that will be on site at least two days a week.
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Commissioner Bleivns asked if the Town of North Wilkesboro has a role in this project. Mr.
Poore replied the Town will be accepting the sewer in to their system, they are tying in to it. He
added once it is complete the Town of North Wilkesboro will take ownership of the force main
and Wilkes County Schools will own and operate the pump station. Commissioner Blevins ask
if the pump statin is at the school. Mr. Poore replied yes. Commissioner Blevins added they
appreciate the Town of North Wilkesboro doing this to get them out of a tough spot. Mr. Poore
agreed. Chairman Elmore stated this is covered 100% funding. Mr. Poore replied yes, all of it
is grant money.
Commissioner Gary D. Blevins made a motion to approve and award the low bid by Classic City
Mechanical, Inc. for the Mulberry School Sewer Project, CDBG-I 13-D-2946 for the low bid
amount of $1,151,665, as requested and presented. The motion was seconded by Commissioner
Brian S. Minton and unanimously approved.
WILKES COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY:
1.
2018-2019 ANNUAL REPORT – Chairman Elmore welcomed and recognized
Aimee James, County Librarian. Ms. James thanked the Board and provided the follow 20182019 Wilkes County Public Library annual report at this time.
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In closing Ms. James mentioned the 20th Anniversary in the current facility will take place in
January and will be combined with their Imagination Café fundraiser. She added there are lots
of things coming up in the future and they appreciate the support from the Board.
2.
LIBRARY BOARD MEMBER REAPPOINTMENTS – Ms. James stated they
have two current Board appointments for a second term. Chairman Elmore added they are both
experienced people. Members of the Wilkes County Library Board would like to request the
reappointments for Mrs. Beth Foster Tharrington and Dr. Bill Davis, Jr to serve a second term.
The appointments would be effective in September and is for a 4-year term.
They are also
requesting that Dr. Davis be reappointed to the Regional Board, where he currently represents
Wilkes County.
Motion was made by Commissioner Brian S. Minton to reappoint Mrs. Beth Foster Tharrington
and Dr. Bill Davis, Jr. to a second 4-year term to the Wilkes County Library Board and to
reappoint Dr. Bill Davis to the Appalachian Regional Library Board to represent Wilkes, as
requested. The motion was seconded by Vice Chairman Eddie Settle and passed unanimously.
The Board thanked Mrs. James for the updated and good job they are doing at the Wilkes and
Traphill Library.
WILKES DEVELOPMENTAL DAY SCHOOL, INC – UPDATE – Chairman Elmore
welcomed and recognized Patsy Reavis, Executive Director. Ms. Reavis stated she is joined by
her Assistant, Ms. Shirley Campbell and thanked the Board. She said they wanted to share some
exciting news about what has been going on at the Day School and they could not be in exitance
without the support of the county. Ms. Reavis said they are celebrating their 50th Anniversary.
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Ms. Reavis provided the following update and history of the Day School at this time.
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Ms. Reavis stated they serve 75 kids. She said the Board will be getting an invitation to the 50th
Anniversary Celebration at the Stone Center on October 21st at 6 P.M. Ms. Reavis thanked the
Board for the support they have given them for over 45 years. Chairman Elmore asked if they
are at capacity and do they have a waiting list. Ms. Reavis replied yes they are and could fill up
at least one more classroom of 8 to 12 kids and would love to have a larger facility.
Commissioner Minton stated they appreciate all they do and the good program they have.
Chairman Elmore stated Commissioner Blevins is on the Day School Board. Commissioner
Blevins added yes and has been for 10 years. He stated he would like to recognize Bert Hall,
Chairman, Board Members: Bert Greene, John Myers, Dr. Ila Baugham, Arnold Lakey, and
Gerald Lankford. Commissioner Blevins said the school does a great job and provides a much
needed service the helps many children and the school system as well. He added Ms. Reavis
does a great job and keeps the facility at the highest level, with their 5 Star Rating and
Accreditations, it is number one and they support all they are doing. Commissioner Blevins
stated early daycare and intervention for these and all children are very important for the county
and helps to save money. Ms. Reavis agreed, she invited the Board to visit the Day School, and
thanked them for all their support.
The Board thanked Ms. Reavis for the update and all they do for the Children in Wilkes County.
WILKES COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT & WILKES COMMUNITY HEALTH
CENTER:
1.
WILKES COUNTY CHILD FATALITY PREVENTION TEAM –
ANNUAL REPORT 2018 – Chairman Elmore welcomed and recognized Rachel Willard,
Health Director and Lindsay Roberts. Ms. Willard stated Ms. Roberts is the new Child Fatality
Task Force Chair and provided the annual report at this time.
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Wilkes County Child Fatality Prevention Team Annual Report 2018
General Statutes mandate Child Fatality Prevention Teams in North Carolina. Article 62 outlines the
North Carolina Child Fatality Prevention System and the membership of the team. The primary function
of the team is to review the records of Wilkes County’s child fatalities to identify any system problems or
opportunities for preventive actions that could be implemented in Wilkes. A report shall be provided to
the Wilkes County Board of Health and Wilkes County Board of Commissioners.
The Health Director, Ann Absher, chaired Wilkes County Child Fatality Prevention Team. 2018 Team
members included: John Blevins, DSS Director; Kevin Brown, Hal Wilson, Cindy Coffey or designated
DSS Staff Members; Sheriff Chris Shew and/or Assigned Deputy, Law Enforcement Officer; Shirl
Daemer, Child Abuse Prevention Team; Anna Lankford, Local School Superintendent or designee; Eddie
Settle, DSS Board Member; Mental Health Professional (VAYA), Tamara Lakey, Guardian ad Litem; Dr.
Ila Baugham, Health Care Provider; Eric Morrison/Tim Pennington, Emergency Medical Services; Rob
Macaluso, Mental Health member; Jason McGuire, District Attorney’s office designee; Designee,
County Medical Examiner; Judi Mitchell, Representative of Local Head Start (BROC). The team’s
charge is to review child fatalities in Wilkes County, other than those that are reviewed by the Community
Child Protection Team intensive review. The team works to assess all child deaths through the
multidisciplinary system established above. The team has the following goals:






Involve diverse agencies and disciplines – orient, inform and involve professionals who serve children.
Collect data – collect uniform, retrievable data for all child deaths.
Share results – link child death patterns and trends with agencies and groups that can create and support
strategies to prevent child deaths – identify system problems and make recommendations.
Act to prevent child deaths – launch state and local action to prevent child deaths.
Reduce the number and rate of child deaths.
In 2018, the team met 3 times and reviewed 7 child fatalities, the number reviewed in 2017 was also 7.
The deaths are not necessarily reviewed in the year they occur due to time lapse for autopsy or other
administrative factors. In the first quarter the meeting was canceled due to no deaths ready to review.
Two of the seven deaths occurred in infants 6 months or less. One of the deaths was due to complications
of extreme prematurity and the other death was undetermined. Two of the deaths were the result of a
house fire. The other three deaths were all 5 year olds with complications of heart disease. There were no
trends noted in the cases that were reviewed in 2018, nor were there any recommendations for policy or
system process changes in Wilkes County. Dr. Ila Baugham provided education to members on medical
diagnosis, terminology and results.
No systems problems were identified. The team received training from Ms. Jamie Pearson from the NC
Child Fatality Review Office on the state intensive review process. We have enjoyed improved
communication between agencies through team meetings. The death reviews that take place in the team
meetings are confidential. The team is looking for trends or opportunities to improve systems to prevent
child deaths as a community, thus the discussions that take place help to break down barriers between
agencies that might otherwise limit open discussion.
The Child Fatality Prevention Team has requested that this report be forwarded to the Wilkes County
Board of Health and the Wilkes County Board of Commissioners.
This report is respectfully submitted by Rachel Willard, MSPH, Health Director
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PUBLIC MEETINGS
a.
FREQUENCY - Each local CFPT will schedule at least two public meetings
annually, one presentation to the County Commissioners and one presentation to the
board of health, according to state statute (G.S. 7B-1408.1.2 and G.S. 7B-1410.4).
b.
AGENDA - The following shall be included in public meeting agenda items:
Information about the local CFPT (including purposes, composition, confidentiality
guidelines, access to records, statutory basis, frequency of meetings), information about
child deaths in the county/state (number, causes, ages), number of deaths reviewed by the
CFPT, system problems identified, recommendations, and action taken. No identifying
information about individual child deaths may be addressed, including names, addresses,
dates, or circumstances.
c. WRITTEN REPORTS - The local CFPT may release written reports including the
information named in Procedure 8(b) above. No identifying information about individual
child deaths may be released, including names, addresses, dates, or circumstances.

Vice Chairman Settle stated he has been on the task force and it is a tough board to serve on and
they appreciate what they do.
2.
CHILD FATALITY TASK FORCE BOARD APPOINTMENTS – Ms.
Willard stated the Wilkes County Child Fatality Task Force has never officially appointed
members and just learned this year by statue they need to do this. The approval from this Board
tonight will correct the oversight. She added there are 25 members on the task force, the 8 listed
below are appointed by the Board of Commissioners as the DSS Board. The other members are
appointed by the School System, John Blevins, Heath Department, and the Court System. Ms.
Willard stated each of the 8 members below have expressed a desire to continue to serve and she
asked for the Board to consider the following recommendations for appointment:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Nancy Graybeal, Sheriff’s Office
Lindsay Denise Greene, Guardian ad Litem
Tim Pennington, EMS
Kevin Brown, DSS
Melony A. Hadadad, DSS, Parent who lost a child representative
Cynthia Coffey, DSS
Lindsey Roberts, Health Department, CFTF Coordinator
Brian Minton, County Commissioner

The Wilkes County Child Fatality Task Force does not have term limits, each member serves
until they desire to rotate off, each has submitted a Board Application.
Motion was made by Vice Chairman Eddie Settle to appoint Nancy Graybeal, Lindsay Denise
Greene, Tim Pennington, Kevin Brown, Melony A. Hadadad, Cynthia Coffey, Lindsay Roberts,
and Brian Minton to the Wilkes County Child Fatality Task Force as requested and presented.
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Gary D. Blevins and passed unanimously.
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3.
DONATION OF EQUIPMENT – Ms. Willard said the Health Department
would like to ask the Board to consider the donation of equipment to Samaritan’s Purse to be
refurbished and used in third world countries. Debbie Nicholson contacted Samaritan’s Purse
and they can utilize this equipment. She added it is a Leisegang Foto Optic Culposcope (model
3DST, Nr. 42590); Wallach Zoom Scope (Product #90604300). This equipment is 15+ years old
and has been stored in a closet for 5+ years due to no longer being needed. They do not know its
dollar value if any. Ms. Willard requested permission from the Board to donate this equipment
and added the Board of Health approved the donation at their meeting on August 12, 2019. Vice
Chairman Settle asked if Samaritan’s Purse is good with this. Ms. Willard replied yes.
Commissioner Gary D. Blevins made a motion to approve the donation of Leisegang Foto Optic
Culposcope (model 3DST, Nr. 42590); Wallach Zoom Scope (Product #90604300) to
Samaritan’s Purse as requested and presented. The motion was seconded by Commissioner
Brian S. Minton and unanimously approved.
TAX DEPARTMENT:
1.
TAX RELEASES – LISTINGS – UNCOLLECTABLE – Alex Hamilton, Tax
Administrator asked the Board to approve tax releases for listings that are uncollectable in the
amount of $1,121.90.
Commissioner Gary D. Blevins made a motion to approve the tax releases for listings that are
uncollectable as presented. The motion was seconded by Vice Chairman Eddie Settle and
unanimously approved.
A detailed listing of tax releases is maintained in the Wilkes County Tax Administrator’s office.
2.
TAX RELEASES – LISTINGS – Alex Hamilton, Tax Administrator asked the
Board to approve tax releases for listings in the amount of $30,965.31. He added these are
listing errors or things that changed. The reason this list is long is this is brought to their
attention when bills go out. Mr. Hamilton said some are released and picked up somewhere else,
it is not lost money.
Vice Chairman Eddie Settle made a motion to approve the tax releases for listings as presented.
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Brian S. Minton and unanimously approved.
A detailed listing of tax releases is maintained in the Wilkes County Tax Administrator’s office.
3.
TAX RELEASES – COLLECTIONS – Alex Hamilton, Tax Administrator
asked the Board to approve tax releases for collections in the amount of $740.81.
Vice Chairman Eddie Settle made a motion to approve the tax releases for collections as
presented. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Brian S. Minton and unanimously
approved.
A detailed listing of tax releases is maintained in the Wilkes County Tax Administrator’s office.
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NEW BUSINESS – CHARGE TAX ADMINISTRATOR WITH COLLECTION OF THE
2019 UTILITIES TAXES – Mr. Hamilton thanked the Board for adding this under new
business. They just received the values from the State and they did increase 3.6% from last year.
He asked the Board to charge the Tax Administrator with collecting the 2019 Utilities Tax as
follows:
2019 Utilities

Total Value: $218,394,461.00
Total Taxes: $ 1,680,338.80

Vice Chairman Eddie Settle made a motion to charge Alex Hamilton, Tax Administrator with
collecting the 2019 Utilities Tax, as presented. The motion was seconded by Commissioner
Brian S. Minton and unanimously approved.
CLOSED SESSION – Vice Chairman Eddie Settle made a motion to go into Closed Session
under Section 143-318.11 (a)(4) of the North Carolina General Statutes to discuss the location or
expansion of business in Wilkes County. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Brian S.
Minton and unanimously approved.
Motion was made by Commissioner Gary D. Blevins, seconded by Vice Chairman Eddie Settle
and by unanimous vote adopted to adjourn back into regular session. No action was taken in the
closed session.
ADJOURN - Motion was made by Commissioner Brian S. Minton, seconded by Vice Chairman
Eddie Settle and by unanimous vote adopted to adjourn the meeting of the Wilkes County Board
of Commissioners at 8:55 P.M.

Sarah D. Call, Clerk

Giddeon Keith Elmore, Chairman

WILKES COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

Approved:

October 1, 2019

