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MINUTES
WILKES COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
September 20, 2022
PUBLIC CONCERNS – None
The Wilkes County Board of Commissioners met on Tuesday, September 20, 2022 at 6:02 P.M.
with the following members present: Chairman Keith Elmore, Vice Chairman Casey Joe Johnson,
Commissioner David Gambill, and Commissioner Brian S. Minton.
Also present for the meeting were Tony Triplett, County Attorney; John Yates, County Manager;
and Sarah Call, Clerk to the Board.
Chairman Keith Elmore welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order at this time. He stated
Commissioner Eddie Settle had another obligation and is unable to attend.
INVOCATION – Vice Chairman Casey Joe Johnson led the Invocation.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – Chairman Keith Elmore led the Pledge of Allegiance.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Motion was made by Commissioner Brian S. Minton, seconded
by Vice Chairman Casey Joe Johnson and unanimously adopted to approve the Minutes of the
Work Session held on August 24, 2022.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Motion was made by Commissioner Brian S. Minton, seconded
by Vice Chairman Casey Joe Johnson and unanimously adopted to approve the Minutes of the
Special Called Meeting held on August 29, 2022.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Motion was made by Vice Chairman Casey Joe Johnson,
seconded by Commissioner Brian S. Minton and unanimously adopted to approve the Minutes of
the Board Meeting held on September 6, 2022.
BUDGET AMENDMENTS/TRANSFERS – Motion was made by Commissioner David
Gambill to approve Budget Amendment No. 6 (Health – Programs – Wilkes Health is requesting
to transfer $52,926 from COVID funds to purchase new flooring for the Clinic and Administrative
areas of the Health Department. No county money involved. Wilkes Health received $115K from
ELC Reopening Schools SH Liaison from the state. These funds will be utilized to provide
screening, testing, and vaccine administration for COVID-19. No county money used). The
motion was seconded by Commissioner Brian S. Minton and unanimously approved.
Motion was made by Vice Chairman Casey Joe Johnson to approve Budget Amendment No. 7
(Sheriff – Request that $26,045 that came from GovDeals sale of previously owned sheriff office
vehicles. This money will be used to purchase other sheriff’s office vehicles/equipment). The
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motion was seconded by Commissioner Brian S. Minton and was approved. Commissioner David
Gambill abstained from voting on this Budget Amendment.
RESOLUTION – RECOGNIZING CHILDHOOD CANCER AWARNESS MONTH IN
WILKES COUNTY – Chairman Elmore asked Vice Chairman Johnson to present the Resolution.
Vice Chairman Johnson stated he appreciates the Board placing this on the agenda, they have a
Mother in Wilkes County whose child is battling cancer that sent this to Commissioner Settle. He
personally knows two Wilkes County families that have children battling cancer. Vice Chairman
Johnson said he would like this to be more than words on a page and wants it to resonate with
them, to think about and pray for the families and support them any way they can. He read the
Resolution at this time.
RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING CHILDHOOD CANCER AWARENESS MONTH
IN WILKES COUNTY
WHEREAS, each year more than 15,000 children under the age of nineteen (19) in the United
States, and more than 300,000 children globally, are diagnosed with cancer, according to the
National Cancer Institute; and
WHEREAS, the American Cancer Fund for Children and Kids Cancer Connection report that
cancer is the leading cause of death by disease among U.S. children between infancy and age
fifteen (15); and
WHEREAS, cancer occurs regularly and randomly and spares no racial or ethnic group,
socioeconomic class, or geographic region; and
WHEREAS, one in five children diagnosed with cancer in the U.S. will not survive, and for those
who do, the battle is never over; and
WHEREAS, one in four families lose more than forty percent (40%) of their annual household
income as a result of childhood cancer treatment-related work disruption, while one in three
families face other work disruptions such as having to quit or change jobs1; and
WHEREAS, attention to the importance of continued medical research to find better and safer
treatments and cures for childhood cancer and proper support are crucial for kids fighting cancer
and their families and caregivers; and
WHEREAS, Childhood Cancer Awareness Month is an annual national health campaign
organized by major childhood cancer organizations to increase awareness of pediatric cancer and
to bring attention to the importance of research into its cause, prevention, diagnosis, treatment,
and cure;
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLIVED, by the Wilkes County Board of Commissioners that it
hereby honors children with cancer, childhood cancer survivors, children who have passed away
from cancer, and all of the families, healthcare providers, researchers, caregivers, and community
organizations dedicated to improving the lives of children and young adults with cancer; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County of Wilkes hereby recognizes the month of
September in the year 2022 as Childhood Cancer Awareness Month.
Approved by the Wilkes County Board of Commissioners of the County of Wilkes, this 20th day of
September, 2022.
_______________________________________
Giddeon Keith Elmore,
Chairman of the Wilkes County Board of Commissioners
ATTEST:
___________________________
Sarah D. Call, Clerk
___________________________
1

CHILDREN’S CANCER RESEARCH FUND, http://childrenscancer.org/education (Last visited Sept. 13, 2022).

Commissioner Brian S. Minton made a motion to adopt the Resolution Recognizing Childhood
Cancer Awareness Month in Wilkes County as presented at tonight’s meeting. The motion was
seconded by Vice Chairman Casey Joe Johnson and unanimously approved.
APPALACHIAN REGIONAL LIBRARY – 2021-2022 ANNUAL UPDATE – Chairman
Elmore recognized Jane Blackburn, Regional Director. He added they are glad to have her tonight
and stated she is retiring. Ms. Blackburn thanked the Board and said she is here to present the
Regional Annual Report and will be the last one she presents, she is retiring on January 6th. Ms.
Blackburn presented the below Power Point presentation at this time.
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Chairman Elmore and the Board thanked Ms. Blackburn for the update.
TAX DEPARTMENT – TAX RELEASES – LISTINGS – Chairman Elmore recognized Will
Lankford, Tax Administrator. Mr. Lankford asked the Board to approve 91 tax releases for listings
in the amount of $45,367.96 which covers July through the first week of September. These are
uncollectable or to correct an error made in billing for personal property or business personal
property.
Commissioner David Gambill made a motion to approve the tax releases for listings in the amount
of $45,367.96 as presented. The motion was seconded by Vice Chairman Casey Joe Johnson and
was approved. Commissioner Brian S. Minton abstained from voting on the Tax Releases.
A detailed listing of tax releases is maintained in the Wilkes County Tax Administrator’s office.
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WILKES COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF SOLID WASTE – SECOND AMENDMENT TO
DELIQUENT FEE POLICY – Mr. Triplett stated they have a policy in place for delinquent fees
at the Landfill and how the accounts are handled. That policy was adopted in 2019 and basically
says among other things that once an account reaches 90 days it switches to a cash only basis. He
added this amendment seeks to place a further restriction. Which is without regard to the time that
an account is delinquent if it reaches a certain amount, which is $50,0000, at that time there is no
further dumping at the Landfill until the account is paid in full. Mr. Triplett said this would only
be effective for new accounts created on or after the effective date of the amendment and will not
apply to existing accounts at the Landfill.
Commissioner Gambill asked if lots of counties do this, do they have a cap, or do they want the
money when the folks come in. Mr. Yates replied they would very much like the companies to
pay as they come in and why they have credit and debit card machines at the landfill, but many
companies don’t want to do this. Anderia Byrd said she is not aware of any that have a cap on the
amount. Mr. Yates added if they follow the delinquent policy as is, someone could owe $200,000
before they can cut the account off. They are not comfortable with that. Commissioner Gambill
stated they understand why they need this and supports it, but big companies like GFL come daily
and an account is convenience for them. Chairman Elmore added 90 days is very liberal, most of
their customer’s accounts are probably on a 30 day pay. He stated he is not aware of anyone that
gives 90 days, some in the food industry only give 14 days to pay.
Commissioner David Gambill made a motion to approve the Wilkes County Department of Solid
Waste Second Amendment to Delinquent Fee Policy, as presented at tonight’s meeting. The
motion was seconded by Commissioner Brian S. Minton and unanimously approved.
PURCHASING DEPARTMENT – SALE OF SURPLUS INVENTORY – County Manager
John Yates stated the Wilkes County Purchasing Department is requesting approval from the
Wilkes County Board of Commissioners to sell the following surplus inventory using electronic
auction method, govdeals.com:
2006 Chevrolet 1500 Vin #49857 Mileage 49,700 – Parks & Recreation
1999 Ford Ranger Vin #88199 Mileage 245,748 – Planning
2011 Ford Crown Victoria Vin #03076 Mileage 179,659 - Sheriff
2008 Ford Crown Victoria Vin #44068 Mileage 185,481 - Sheriff
1984 Chevrolet D30/Snow Plow Vin #10320 Mileage 37,100 – Sheriff
2 Aurora centrifugal fire pumps ID #FP01– Airport
Commissioner David Gambill made a motion to approve the sale of surplus inventory using the
electronic auction method govdeals.com as requested. The motion was seconded by
Commissioner Brian S. Minton and unanimously approved.
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CLOSED SESSION – Commissioner David Gambill made a motion to go into Closed Session
under Section 143-318.11 (a)(4) of the North Carolina General Statutes to discuss the location or
expansion of business in Wilkes County. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Brian S.
Minton and unanimously approved.
Motion was made by Commissioner Brian S. Minton, seconded by Vice Chairman Casey Joe
Johnson and by unanimous vote adopted to adjourn back into regular session. No action was taken
in the closed session.
ADJOURN – Motion was made by Commissioner Brian S. Minton, seconded by Vice Chairman
Casey Joe Johnson and by unanimous vote adopted to adjourn the meeting of the Wilkes County
Board of Commissioners at 7:21 P.M.

Sarah D. Call, Clerk

Giddeon Keith Elmore, Chairman

WILKES COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

Approved:

October 4, 2022

