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MINUTES
WILKES COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
October 15, 2019

PUBLIC CONCERNS – None
The Wilkes County Board of Commissioners met on Tuesday, October 15, 2019 at 7:00 P.M.
with the following members present: Chairman Giddeon Keith Elmore, Vice Chairman Eddie
Settle, Commissioner Gary D. Blevins, Commissioner David Gambill, and Commissioner Brian
S. Minton.
Also present for the meeting were Tony Triplett, County Attorney; John Yates, County Manager;
and Sarah Call, Clerk to the Board.
Chairman Elmore welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order.
Chairman Elmore asked for a moment of silence to remember a community servant and former
Wilkes County Commissioner Tracy Walker who passed away. He added Mr. Walker served on
the Board for 18 years, served in the NC House of Representatives for 8 years and was currently
serving on the Wilkes Community College Board of Trustees. Chairman Elmore said their
thoughts go to Mr. Walker’s family and observed a moment of silence at this time.
INVOCATION – Commissioner David Gambill led the Invocation.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – Chairman Giddeon Keith Elmore led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Chairman Elmore recognized Vice Chairman Eddie Settle and said he traveled to Washington
D.C. last week for the signing of a trade agreement by President Trump with Japan. He asked
Vice Chairman Settle to share his thoughts on the trip at this time. Vice Chairman Settle stated it
was great, and added if anyone every gets the chance to go and meet President Trump they need
to go. He added earlier this year when he, Chairman Elmore, and Commissioner Minton went
they asked questions and it was very good. President Trump did recognize him and said he
recognized five of them, and said Eddie Settle is Vice Chairman of Wilkes County Board of
Commissioners is here and stated they have a big territory down there. He added he thinks there
are some good things that will come from this for their farmers, $8 million dollars of goods with
no tariffs over a period of time with Japan will be good. Vice Chairman Settle stated it was a
once in a lifetime opportunity. Chairman Elmore stated they are glad that he could represent
Wilkes at this event. He added this administration has been very open, he, Vice Chairman Settle
and Commissioner Blevins were all invited to the White House and made the trip last year.
Commissioner Blevins added they met the Vice President on that trip. Vice Chairman Settle
agreed they got to meet many from the administration on that visit. He added this is the first
time he is aware of that County Commissions have been invited to Washington.
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Motion was made by Commissioner Gary D. Blevins, seconded
by Vice Chairman Eddie Settle and unanimously adopted to approve the Minutes of the Board
meeting held on October 1, 2019.
BUDGET AMENDMENTS/TRANSFERS – Motion was made by Commissioner Gary D.
Blevins to approve Budget Amendment No. 11 (General – Mulberry School Project – Received
an additional $163,114 from N. C. Department of Environmental Quality to cover the cost of the
Mulberry School Sewer Project. The $163,114 will cover the amount needed as a result of the
construction bid being more that what was originally budgeted.); and Budget Amendment No. 12
(General – CDBG Neighborhood Revitalization – Wilkes County Received a Community
Development Block Grant for $635,000 to be used for neighborhood revitalization. No County
funds required). The motion was seconded by Commissioner Brian S. Minton and unanimously
approved.
TAX DEPARTMENT:
1.
TAX RELEASES – LISTINGS – UNCOLLECTABLE – Chairman Elmore
welcomed and recognized Alex Hamilton, Tax Administrator. Mr. Hamilton asked the Board to
approve tax releases for listings that are uncollectable in the amount of $277.78.
Commissioner David Gambill made a motion to approve the tax releases for listings that are
uncollectable as presented. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Brian S. Minton and
unanimously approved.
A detailed listing of tax releases is maintained in the Wilkes County Tax Administrator’s office.
2.
TAX RELEASES – LISTINGS – Alex Hamilton, Tax Administrator asked the
Board to approve tax releases for listings in the amount of $5,441.13.
Commissioner Gary D. Blevins made a motion to approve the tax releases for listings as
presented. The motion was seconded by Commissioner David Gambill and unanimously
approved.
A detailed listing of tax releases is maintained in the Wilkes County Tax Administrator’s office.
3.
TAX RELEASES – COLLECTIONS – Alex Hamilton, Tax Administrator
asked the Board to approve tax releases for collections in the amount of $1,674.03.
Vice Chairman Eddie Settle made a motion to approve the tax releases for collections as
presented. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Gary D. Blevins and unanimously
approved.
A detailed listing of tax releases is maintained in the Wilkes County Tax Administrator’s office.
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WILKES COUNTY AIRPORT:
1.
TOM GORICH – RESOLUTION FOR FINAL APPROVAL OF LEASE –
Mr. Triplett said there is a Resolution in the packet to approve the Lease at the Airport for Mr.
Tom Gorich. He added this matter was on the agenda in September, the Board authorized
advertisement of a ground space lease for Mr. Gorich, he advertised per the statue that governs
leases for 30-days. The Airport Board approved this and recommended final approval to this
Board. Mr. Triplett said it is before the Board for consideration. The Resolution approves the
Lease Agreement.
Commissioner David Gambill made a motion to approve the Resolution Authorizing Lease
Operations Agreement with Tom Gorich at Wilkes County Airport as presented at tonight’s
meeting. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Brian S. Minton and unanimously
approved.
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING
LEASE AND OPERATIONS AGREEMENT
AT WILKES COUNTY AIRPORT
WHEREAS, the County of Wilkes (hereinafter the “County”) is the owner and operator
of the Wilkes County Airport in Rock Creek Township, Wilkes County, North Carolina, and is the
owner of a hangar situated thereon, at 254 Corporate Aviation Drive which is approximately
4,259 square feet in size; and
WHEREAS, the County has received an offer from Thomas Gorich of Wilkes County,
North Carolina (hereinafter “Gorich”), to lease the above described hangar, together with
ground space on which the same is situated and other property as described hereinbelow, upon
those terms and conditions as are further described hereinbelow; and
WHEREAS, the above described lease, together with all of the terms and provisions for
the same, have been reduced to writing in the form of a Lease Agreement (hereinafter the
“Agreement”) which the County and Gorich desires to execute; and
WHEREAS, the Wilkes County Airport Board at its regular meeting of August 15, 2019,
approved the lease of the above described property to Gorich under the terms set forth herein
and recommended that the same be approved by the Wilkes County Board of Commissioners
(hereinafter the “Board of Commissioners”); and
WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners, upon review of the Agreement and upon the
recommendation of the Wilkes County Airport Board, desires to accept said offer by Gorich and
to execute the Agreement; and
WHEREAS, a Notice of Intent describing the terms of the Agreement has been duly
published at least thirty (30) days prior to said meeting, as required by G.S. §160A-272(a1); and
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WHEREAS, the description of the property to be leased as set forth in the Notice of Intent
was as follows:
DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY TO BE LEASED: The Agreement is for the lease
of approximately 21,648 square feet of ground space, together with a hangar
situated thereon which is owned by the County and which is approximately 4,259
square feet in size, said hangar being located at 254 Corporate Aviation Drive.
The County has secured a survey of said property in order to more fully and
accurately describe the same, and the description from this survey will be
attached as an exhibit to the Agreement.
AND WHEREAS, the amount and terms of the offer by Gorich to lease said property were
set forth in the Notice of Intent as follows:
AMOUNT AND TERMS OF OFFER: Gorich proposes to lease the above
described property from the County, and the County proposes to lease the same to
Gorich, for an initial term of two (2) years, with a maximum of four (4) automatic
renewal terms of two (2) years each unless either party provides notice to the
other at least thirty (30) days prior to the end of the term that the Agreement will
not be renewed. Rental to be paid by Gorich to the County would be the sum of
$500.00 per month. Gorich would be responsible for payment of all utilities,
contents insurance, and liability insurance. The County would be responsible for
insurance on the hangar. Gorich would be responsible for all repairs and
maintenance, except that the County would agree to perform an annual inspection
on the overhead doors and to perform any maintenance thereon necessitated by
the results of said inspection. The Agreement provides that its primary purpose is
for the storage of aircraft. Said lease shall in all respects be subject to the Rules
and Regulations for the Wilkes County Airport.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, pursuant to G.S. §§153A-176, 160A-272, and
63-53(3), that the Agreement with Gorich as presented at the September 3, 2019 meeting of the
Board of Commissioners, and as set forth in the Notice of Intent, is hereby approved, and the
Chairman and Clerk of the Board of Commissioners are authorized to execute the same on
behalf of the County.
This the 15th day of October, 2019.

WILKES COUNTY

By: _____________________________________
Giddeon Keith Elmore, Chairman
Wilkes County Board of Commissioners
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ATTEST:
____________________________
Sarah D. Call, Clerk

2.
TERMINAL STUDY COMMITTEE PRESENTATION – Chairman Elmore
welcomed and recognized Jimmy Luther, Senior Project Manager with W.K. Dickson and Stan
Anthony, III with Boomerang Design. Mr. Luther thanked the Board and said Mr. Stan Anthony
in an Architect with Boomerang Design that partnered with W.K. Dickson to come up with a
preliminary study for potentially a new terminal building at the Airport. He added Mr. Anthony
is going to run through a presentation from the working committee that includes two
commissioners, the county manager and a few others that have been meeting at the Airport.
They decided they wanted to have two concepts a single story and double story and this is what
Mr. Anthony has put together for them tonight.
Mr. Anthony said they had some good meetings and from these meetings they came up with a
list of needs with the highlight being a larger meeting room to host larger events, 24/7 pilot’s
lounge, and a new image for the facility that includes a concept that the County can be proud of.
Mr. Anthony went through the presentation at this time.
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Chairman Elmore asked if they have to tear down the existing terminal building and build a new
one, did they consider adding to the existing. Mr. Anthony replied yes, they did look at this.
One issue is the funding available can only be for new buildings and there is a way to do an
addition but, it could only be a single story and would not have all the amenities. Mr. Luther
added they are constrained by building setbacks limits that the Airport layout plan has in place
on the flight line and can’t go any closer to the air field. If they move it further away it will limit
the sight and they will not be able to see all of the airfield. The two story gives the best view to
see both ends of the runway and was a consideration that the operations was most interested to
have for safety, he said.
Commissioner Blevins said they heard a presentation at a conference recently from Duplin
County and they did this and was able to work in a construction trailer during the tear down and
rebuild. Mr. Luther agreed. He added there are funding opportunities out there and this project
is listed on the TIP for State Transportation Improvement money as well as the Department of
Aviation project listing. Mr. Luther said TIP is at 100% DOA is 90/10, with the worst case
being 50/50. Vice Chairman Settle asked if it is possible to get this at a 90/10. Mr. Luther said
yes, there are monies at 100% if picked up in the STI program, but he expects it to be at the
90/10 level. Chairman Elmore said that makes a big difference. Vice Chairman Settle added
that may make the two story doable. Commissioner Blevins stated that is a much better layout,
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design, and is needed. He added this will also aid in economic development and there are
monies available for airports from transportation. Mr. Luther agreed. Chairman Elmore asked
what happens next. Mr. Luther replied the next step is for the County at some point to approve a
contract allowing them to develop contract documents that they can put out to bid and get real
numbers on cost. The money to cover this is available in the current NPE funds for the design
portion. Mr. Luther said once they get those numbers they could then go to DOA and solicit
funds for the project and see where they can find a funding source. He added it will also remain
listed in the STI which is coming up and there are 5 or 6 projects in there that he and John Yates
have also been working on. Mr. Luther said these projects would need to locally score high to
rank in the scoring process. He stated the runway extension is already funded, they also have a
fuel farm, terminal building, and T-hangar building. Chairman Elmore asked if the extension has
been approved. Mr. Luther said it is on the STI, technically it is there and has a place holder, but
there is a process they have to go through to make it happen. They have to justify it to make the
airport more accessible to everyone for larger aircraft. Commissioner Blevins said at this point
they are working on getting a certification of need from users or potential uses and will help get
this project moving forward. He added they are working hard on getting the data and what they
need on this. Mr. Yates added they are working hard on trying to get this. Mr. Luther said they
will focus on this next, they need documentation and letters to submit to FAA and DOA to
justify the need. He added the Economic Development folks will play a big role in helping with
this as well.
Vice Chairman Settle stated he has heard the term regional airport mentioned, is this viable if all
this happens. Mr. Luther replied yes they can make a name change, but don’t want to do this
until they can support it. He added the name change is not an issue, but they need the flight and
tourist coming in and not just corporate tenants, they need others. Commissioner Blevins said
they have one tenant talking about bringing a museum, Wake AirCare is there, and they have an
international component with Samaritan’s Purse there as well. Vice Chairman Settle added if
they are a regional airport it could help attract someone to the pad ready sites they have at the
airport as well. Mr. Luther said he and Mr. Anthony will work on the next steps.
The Board thanked Mr. Luther and Mr. Anthony.
CLOSED SESSION – Motion was made by Commissioner David Gambill to go into closed
session under Section 143-318.11(a)(3) of the North Carolina General Statute and to consult with
and give instructions to the Board’s attorney to protect the attorney-client privilege. The motion
was seconded by Commissioner Gary D. Blevins and unanimously approved.
Motion was made by Commissioner Gary D. Blevins, seconded by Commissioner David
Gambill and by unanimous vote adopted to adjourn back into regular session. No action was
taken in the closed session.
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ADJOURN - Motion was made by Commissioner Gary D. Blevins, seconded by Commissioner
David Gambill and by unanimous vote adopted to adjourn the meeting of the Wilkes County
Board of Commissioners at 8:02 P.M.

Sarah D. Call, Clerk

Giddeon Keith Elmore, Chairman

WILKES COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

Approved:

November 5, 2019

