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MINUTES
WILKES COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
October 18, 2022

PUBLIC CONCERNS – None
The Wilkes County Board of Commissioners met on Tuesday, October 18, 2022 at 6:01 P.M.
with the following members present: Chairman Keith Elmore, Vice Chairman Casey Joe
Johnson, Commissioner David Gambill, Commissioner Eddie Settle and Commissioner Brian S.
Minton.
Also present for the meeting were Tony Triplett, County Attorney; John Yates, County Manager;
and Sarah Call, Clerk to the Board.
Chairman Keith Elmore welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order at this time.
INVOCATION – Vice Chairman Casey Joe Johnson led the Invocation.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – Chairman Keith Elmore led the Pledge of Allegiance.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Motion was made by Commissioner Brian S. Minton, seconded
by Vice Chairman Casey Joe Johnson and unanimously adopted to approve the Minutes of the
Board Meeting held on October 4, 2022.
BUDGET AMENDMENTS/TRANSFERS – Motion was made by Commissioner David
Gambill to approve Budget Amendment No. 9 (General Fund – Social Services – requesting to
transfer $17,500 funds to furnish the CPS Child Observation Room. No additional county funds
required); and Budget Amendment No. 10 (General – DSS – This budget request of $5,163 is for
insurance reimbursement for damage to county vehicle). The motion was seconded by
Commissioner Brian S. Minton and was unanimously approved.
RESOLUTION – RECOGNIZING EPILEPSY AWARENESS MONTH IN WILKES
COUNTY – Chairman Elmore asked Commissioner Brian Minton to present the Resolution.
Commissioner Minton stated he was diagnosed with Epilepsy at the age of 3, for the first 2 years
he suffered undiagnosed and his Mother did not know where to go and get the help he needed.
They found a great doctor in Winston Salem who made the diagnosis and he has been on
medication every since. Commissioner Minton said November is a very important month for
him. There are folks that are not as fortunate as he is, and that is one reason why he started a
support group while he was in Charlotte which is over 700 members strong now. He read the
Resolution at this time.
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WHEREAS, epilepsy is the fourth most common neurological disorder and causes seizures that
may temporarily affect a person’s consciousness, physical movements, body sensations, and can
permanently affect the lifestyle of the person diagnosed; and
WHEREAS, an estimated 3.4 million people have epilepsy nationwide, which includes nearly
470,000 children; 1 in 26 people will develop epilepsy or recurrent seizures in their lifetime; and
WHEREAS, epilepsy accounts for $15.5 billion in direct and indirect cost nationally each year;
adults with epilepsy experience health and social disparities, and report worse mental health,
cognitive impairment, and barriers in social participation; and
WHEREAS, more than 60% of those diagnosed with epilepsy have seizures that can be
controlled with drug therapies, surgery, or other forms of treatment including dietary
approaches, assistance technology, and electrical devices; however, the remaining 30 – 40%
have interactive epilepsy, which is medication resistant and extremely difficult to treat; and
WHEREAS, it is imperative that we support funding for epilepsy research, raise awareness to
prevent SUDEP (Sudden Unexplained Death in Epilepsy), and eliminate the social stigma
surrounding epilepsy; and
WHEREAS, the Wilkes County Board of Commissioners recognizes Epilepsy Awareness Month
and encourages citizens to spread understanding, education, and compassion in order to
improve the lives of people living with epilepsy and their families in our community;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Wilkes County Board of Commissioners, do hereby
proclaim November 2022 as Epilepsy Awareness Month in Wilkes County.
Adopted by Wilkes County on this 18th day of October, 2022.
________________________________
Giddeon Keith Elmore Chairman
Wilkes County Board of Commissioners
Attest:
_______________________________
Sarah D. Call Clerk to the Board
Commissioner Settle stated he is glad to see this. When he was Chairman of the Agricultural
Committee in Raleigh though NCACC, they had a group of farmers that wanted to grow Hemp
and they asked him to present it as a pilot program to the Senate and House. He did this and the
number one thing for him was Hemp oil was good for children with Epilepsy. This was a key
factor to him in presenting the Hemp Bill and he appreciates this Resolution and making
everyone aware and thanked them for doing this.
Commissioner Brian S. Minton made a motion to adopt the Resolution Recognizing Childhood
Cancer Awareness Month in Wilkes County as presented at tonight’s meeting. The motion was
seconded by Commissioner David Gambill and unanimously approved.
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WILKES COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY:
1.
BOARD APPOINTMENTS – Chairman Elmore recognized Suzanne Moore,
County Librarian. Ms. Moore said the Wilkes County Library Board of Trustees would like to
request that Martha B. Townes, who is here tonight, and Camilla Lovette-Day be appointed to
fill vacancies on the local Library Board. Vice Chairman Johnson added they appreciate all that
has shown interest in the Library Board and serving their community through the Library. He
looks forward to working with these individuals.
Vice Chairman Casey Joe Johnson made a motion to approve the Appointments of Camilla
Lovette-Day and Martha B. Townes to the Wilkes County Library Advisory Board as requested
and presented at tonight’s meeting. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Brian S. Minton
and unanimously approved.
Chairman Elmore stated he knows both these Board Members and they will be excellent Board
Members and great choices. He recognized Arnold Lakey who is in attendance tonight and
asked if he is Chairman of the local Library Board. Mr. Lakey replied yes.
2.
UPDATE – Suzanne Moore, County Librarian stated she has a short presentation
and update on important things happening at the Library. She passed out the Library newsletter
and information and went over the below power point presentation at this time.
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Chairman Elmore and the Board thanked Ms. Moore for the update.
HEALTH DEPARTMENT – UPDATE – Chairman Elmore recognized Rachel Willard, Health
Director. He said they met last Monday and she had a lot of good information and asked her to come
and provide this update. Ms. Willard said thanks to hard work and Mr. Yates working with them
Environmental Health is down to a turnaround time of 1.5 weeks. They were 8-10 weeks out and
now that is down. They are also not seeing as many people come in for permits, but this is a vast
improvement from where they were. Next, she provided a communicable disease update: Ebola – is
an active pandemic in Uganda, called the Sudan Ebola; 40 confirmed cases; 20 probable cases; less
than 20 deaths; low level global outbreak; no vaccine; most do survive it, no treatment, but do have
monoclonal antibodies for this strand. Monkeypox – 615 cases in NC currently; not in Wilkes
County; 97% males are seeing in females now; 52% of those diagnosed are living with HIV;
Monkeypox vaccine is on hand at the Health Department they can test there and send to the State lab.
Covid – at a medium transmission level in Wilkes; 39 active cases; 289 deaths; booster available for
everyone age 5 and above. Opioids – ED has seen 65 Opioid overdoses; 14 heroin overdoses; 169
med or drug overdoses; 172 unintentional med or drug overdoses; 3 meth’s; 2 Narcan reversals; 10
ED visits for substance abuse affected infants.
Chairman Elmore asked about the drug overdoses and deaths what period of time is this. Ms.
Willard replied this is 2017 through 2019 data. Chairman Elmore stated they have many more drug
overdose deaths than Covid deaths. Ms. Willard replied yes, that has always been the case. Charmin
Elmore stated that is an issue, they had all the publicity and scare around Covid, but drugs are worse.
It seems like this is not considered an outbreak, but they need to focus on this and what are causing
these deaths. Chairman Elmore asked if they are changing the terminology from overdose to
poisoning. Ms. Willard replied they are trying to change the wording and how they look at substance
abuse users so it is less stigmatizing than in the past.
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Ms. Willard said in Middle and High Schools kids are getting gummy candies that contain marijuana
and hash oil that according to the school system usage has doubled this year. Heroin and Meth are
the main drugs in the County, Fentanyl is prevalent but not as much as in surrounding counties. She
stated Fentanyl is being added and looking like a prescription drug and people are accidentally
overdosing on it. Approximately 10%-15% of the jail population currently is due to a narcotic
violation. Commissioner Gambill added he would have thought this was much higher. The COPE
committee action plan will be brought to the Board soon, they will be looking at post overdose
response teams that will incorporate a multi-disciplinary team to help those in recovery. They will
have a crisis international team that is getting up and running and going through training. Ms.
Willard added they will be looking to provide a lot of education. She added it is Health Education
week and wanted to mention that. She briefly mentioned programs that are going on and they are
finally getting out and doing events again the first will be the Spooktacular Event in North
Wilkesboro coming up.
In closing, Ms. Willard stated the reason she is here tonight is because last week the Board of Health
meeting had to be moved due to their sewer overflowing and coming out of the bathroom floors.
They have been working with Huffman Plumbing to get it fixed and the problem should be resolved
by the end of the month. They will bring a budget amendment to the November 1st meeting for this
repair. Commissioner Gambill said he has been asked by the school system for staff training at the
Middle and High Schools for Narcan. Is this something the Health Department can take the lead on
and provide. Ms. Willard replied they tried to work with them in the past on this and she will reach
out to Mr. Byrd and Mr. Johnson to see what they can get lined up.

MOTORSPORTS RELIEF FUND – CHOATE CONSTRUCTION COMPANY –
DESIGN-BUILD CONTRACT – Chairman Elmore welcomed and thanked Ronald Queen,
Terri Parsons and Steve Swift with Speedway Motor Sports for attending tonight. County
Attorney Tony Triplett stated they have a 64-page contract before the Board, a lot of time, work,
and discussion has gone into it to include Steve Swift who provided a lot of help. He added he
and the Staff have had many discussions and meetings with Choate Construction to get to his
point on the Speedway project. Mr. Triplett said it is a Design-Build Contract, Choate
Construction Company will both design and be in charge of constructing what is done at the
Speedway. He added of the $18 million awarded by the State in the Bill passed last year, $14
million has been earmarked for this contract. The $14 million is for improvements at the
Speedway, the contact covers the arrangement between the parties of how that will happen. Mr.
Triplett said it will not all be done at one time in one project in 60-90 days, this will be a process
that will take months. They will work on this in phases as they come up. It is arranged that with
Board approval they can enter into the Contract and as they get to specific stages Choate will
come back to them with a Guaranteed Maximum Price (GMP) proposal for each stage of the
work. He added Choate will go through the process of bidding out and subcontracting for
specific parts of the work in phases. Mr. Triplett stated the contract tonight is very important and
gets the process started so Choate can come back with individual GMP proposals. He added the
Contract will be amended each time they do this and the contract for approval tonight sets the
parameters of how to do this. The contract has an actual cap max price of $14 million and these
funds come from the grant allocated from the State. Nothing in this contract binds the County to
spend any taxpayer money on this project. Mr. Triplett said the contract between the County and
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Choate is very lengthy, but the County is covered and these are the important points and a
summary of how it will work. They expect Choate to come back very soon for a GMP for the
first proposal as they have already started. He added in order to cover this they want to make the
contract effective September 23, 2022 which is when they started and it is permissible to do this
with approval from the Board. Ms. Felts has made sure the work they have done so far and what
is in this contract is following Federal requirements that ARPA (American Rescue Plan Act)
required for these funds.
Commissioner Gambill asked when getting the GMP do they have to have a certain number to
bid on it, such as 3 to proceed. Mr. Triplett replied yes. Mr. Yates added, they cannot open on
the first time if they received less than three and they have to rebid for 7 days, which is the
requirements. Commissioner Gambill said that could hold up the process. Mr. Yates agreed, but
they cannot get around this and have actually already had this to happen on the first one. Mr.
Triplett added they did tell Mr. Swift upfront this would be a slow process, but these are State
and Federal requirements. Mr. Swift replied there is a race in May regardless, and added that the
staff has done a fantastic job through all these regulations and he knows their hands are tied.
They were used to having one way of doing things and have had to rearrange them and it has
been a challenge. Commissioner Gambill asked what if they don’t get three the second time.
Mr. Yates replied it doesn’t matter on the second time they can open and move forward with just
one. Mr. Swift said it should not be an issue on most things, but will be on a couple such as
Sports Lighting, that they are in now. They received 2 bids and are in the process of the second
round of waiting now. Mr. Swift said Choate is doing a fantastic job of trying to put big scopes
together so they avoid time frame issues and design it so the phases include many things to speed
it up. They will not come back to the Board 15 times on the contract, they will include many
items in one and come back just a few times.
Commissioner Eddie Settle made a motion to approve the Motorsports Relief Fund Design-Build
Contract between Wilkes County and Choate Construction Company for the Guaranteed
Maximum Amount of Fourteen Million Dollars ($14,000,000.00) dated September 23, 2022, as
presented at tonight’s meeting. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Brian S. Minton and
unanimously approved.
NEW BUSINESS – Commissioner Settle stated it pains him to do this, but he needs to say Go
Volunteers. Chairman Elmore mentioned the November 1st Board of Commissioner Meeting has
been moved to the Wilkes County Agricultural Center due to early voting in their regular
meeting location.
ADJOURN – Motion was made by Commissioner Brian S. Minton, seconded by Vice Chairman
Casey Joe Johnson and by unanimous vote adopted to adjourn the meeting of the Wilkes County
Board of Commissioners at 6:49 P.M.
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Sarah D. Call, Clerk
Giddeon
Chairman
WILKES COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Approved:
November 1, 2022

Keith

Elmore,

